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NEWS AND NOTICES 
In this department we print news of appointments, promotions, 
deaths, and other events of interest to historians of mathematics. 
For this information we depend on interested individuals concerned 
to keep us informed, and through us the wider community. 
FIRST INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 
FOR THE HISTORY OF ARABIC SCIENCE AND FOUNDING OF 
INSTITUTE FOR THE HISTORY OF ARABIC SCIENCE 
Upon convening of the First International Symposium for the 
History of Arabic Science at the University of Aleppo (5-12 April, 
1976), the Institute for the History of Arabic Science (University 
of Aleppo, Aleppo, Syria), the first of its kind in the Arab 
world, was inaugurated. This Institute will be devoted to fostering 
and conducting researches and preparing scholarly publications in 
all fields of Arabic and Islamic Science and Technology--pure, 
applied, natural and life sciences and scientific techniques in 
the broadest sense. Starting in 1977, it will issue the Journal 
for the History of Arabic Science, which will contain articles 
of the highest level of scholarship as well as a section devoted 
to book reviews. Articles will be published in English or French, 
and summaries in Arabic will be included. Also a Newsletter of 
the Institute for the History of Arabic Science will be published 
periodically and whenever urgent and important information and 
data are collected. This Newsletter will be published in English 
and Arabic simultaneously. The editorial board consists of 
Al-Hassan, Ahmad Y. (University of Aleppo), Hamarneh, Sami K. 
(Smithsonian Institution), Hill, Donald R. (London, U.K.), 
rze;y; Edward S. (Am erican University of Beirut), Rashed, Rosdi 
. . . ., Paris), Sabra, A. I. (Harvard University), Saidan, 
Ahmad S. (University of Jordan). All interested colleagues, 
historians, and researchers are invited to submit for publication 
articles, news, and items of interest at their earliest convenience. 
The Institute will also issue the proceedings of the papers 
presented at the Symposium in two volumes. The first will contain 
papers delivered in English or French as well as English summaries 
of those papers which were originally delivered in Arabic. The 
second volume will contain all papers delivered in Arabic together 
with summaries in Arabic of the papers contained in the first 
volume. Work on the proceedings will start immediately. 
Plans are now under way for the publication of a two-volume 
work on the history of Arabic medicine and pharmacy (life and 
allied sciences in general). Also the Institute will sponsor the 
editing with critical commentary of Arabic works in the history 
of Arabic and Islamic Science and Technology. 
The Institute, which is situated on the campus of the 
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University of Aleppo, houses a library, research facilities, 
equipment for microfilming, and microfilm readers. It also has 
an exhibition of manuscripts and instruments which are available 
for research. All inquiries may be directed to the Institute for 
the History of Arabic Science, University of Aleppo, Syria. 
PROJECTS 
This department welcomes brief notes and article-length 
manuscripts. The former may include announcements of contempla- 
ted or ongoing projects, information on doctoral theses in progress 
or completed (writer, title, institution, supervisor, and available 
information on completion time) , proposals and questions, and re- 
quests for assistance. Announcements of individual research pro- 
jects, including theses, are very important to avoid awkward and 
wasteful duplication of effort. Articles will ordinarily describe 
projected, in process, or completed large-scale projects involving 
one or several scholars and should follow the same standards as 
other articles. They will be abstracted and indexed like other 
articles, and authors will be supplied with free reprints. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY ON SEMIGROUPS 
Professor B. M. Schein has composed a rather complete 
bibliography on the theory of semigroups (including algebraic 
and topological semigroups, semigroups in harmonic analysis, but 
excluding semigroups of operators in Banach spaces and semigroups 
in number theory). At present the bibliography is on more than 
6500 cards, ordered alphabetically by author. Perhaps it might 
be a good idea to publish it (by multigraph) for its value to 
specialists in semigroups and possible interest to the historians 
of modern algebra. Suggestions and help (including technical 
help) are welcome. Interested persons or agencies may write 
directly to Professor B. M. Schein (410 600 Saratov, ul. Vavilova 
2, kv. 111, USSR). 
